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the commencement of these until within a
day or two of my return.

" I have simply had to drive them, day and
evening, trying, almost vainly, to make ready
for the boys who are coming down upon us
in royal style and spirit on the too-near 27th
and 28th.

"The almost dizzying distraction involved
has left me hardly time to sit down; tele-
grams by telephone have been my principal
form of communication, and I am still more
inexcusable because I haven't adopted this
method in more cases.

"You will forgive me, my dearest of
Aunties, and know that I appreciate more
than I can tell you the lovely picture . .. .
and the blessed letters that you and A. . . .
wrote me on the 3ist .{his birthday]*

" To have received such a letter as yours
was to have an added inspiration for every
hour of life, . . . fraught'with associations
of the holiest and most joyous ties that have
fixed my life here and hereafter.

"I need not, indeed I cannot, tell you all
that I ever have from you and your beloved
circle. Whatever of faint suggestion of use-
fulness or fruitfulness I aspire to or may
feebly attain I refer gratefully and constantly,
before God, to you. Oh, dear Aunt Sally, but
for the uplifting hand of God your head even
now would bow with the very burden of the
crowns which the souls of those you have
drawn to Him would lay lightly and rever-
ently upon that dear brow, that I, and my
beloved Marion, long again to see! You areeedings,/ and the deliber-n-suance of this ever-lipstifully
